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November 18, 2013 

Mr. David Sumner 
Executive Director, IRRC 
333 Market Street, 14th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

1 
NOV 1 9 2013 

INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
REVIEW COMMISSION 

Subject: a.) Resolution, Coatesville Area School District, Coatesville PA OPPOSES 
PA Core Standards (see Addendum) 
b.) Alternative to PA Core Standards 

Reference: IRRC #2976 

Dear Mr. Sumner; 

Allow me to present a resolution which was unanimously passed on 12 November 2013 
by the Coatesville Area School District opposing PA Core Standards. 

After months reviewing the proposed PA Core and federal Common Core Standards, 
the board and school's Superintendent decided to formerly oppose PA Core Standards. 
Many of the teachers and parents, along with area residents, I have spoken with have 
expressed their concerns with implementing either set of standards due to, among other 
issues, the increasing amount of paperwork, a blotted educational bureaucracy and a 
continuing loss of local control. 

Paraphrasing our Superintendent's words - we need more GOOD teachers! But, 
instead, we see the onset of more bureaucracy, increasing paperwork, more cost (yet 
undefined) and procedurally how to implement student remediation. 

We as the concerned citizens of Coatesville, share both the board and Superintendent's 
concerns and support their proactive position in passing the resolution to oppose PA 
Core Standards. 

When speaking to community residents and interest groups about Common Core I am 
often asked, being against Common Core, what is your alternative to what educator's 
and/or the state board authority recommends? My answer is quite simple this: 

My generation is the product of public education without Common Core Standards or its 
derivative or significant government intrusion. I attended public schools from the late 
1940's through 1962. I am a college graduate with multiple engineering degrees and 
have worked in the private aerospace and defense industries for over 45 years. What 
has my generation and those of preceding generations contributed to the legacy of our 
country? The specifics are too numerous to state in this venue but MOST everything 
that surrounds us today had its birth prior to 1980 in form of research, development, 
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design and production. I am referencing industrial and medical technologies, consumer 
goods and appliances, electronics, communications, computers and media, to name a 
few. These industries and technologies were embraced by those men and women who 
had dreams and ambitions and a purpose to expand their creativity. All this without 
Common Core or its derivative. The cost per student for my generation's education ... 
far less expensive than today's cost or projected costs with Common Core. We were 
taught by teachers who inspired and made attending school interesting rather than 
facilitators who will broadcast lesson plans to a predetermined script. We graduated 
free thinkers with unbounded limits. Common Core and its derivative will graduate 
widgets and robots constrained in thought, bound by agenda, and compliant to status 
quo. 

If the PA Department of Education seeks to improve student performance and raise our 
national standing among the industrial countries of the world, why did they not consider 
the proven success of the educational model of a generation ago? 

Respectfully, 

Richard A. Felice 
Coatesville, PA 
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